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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Welcome and thank you for attending the second Citizen Information Meeting for the Interstate 66 Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement.
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Presentation Notes
VDOT, along with the Federal Highway Administration and the Virginia Department of Rail and Public Transportation, is undertaking a two-year study to evaluate potential improvements that will address existing and future transportation needs in the I-66 Corridor from US Route 15 at Haymarket to I-495 – the Capital Beltway.   The study area encompasses areas both north and south of existing I-66 as it passes through both Prince William and Fairfax Counties between these two endpoints.
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Presentation Notes
As the study progresses, improvements to a wide variety of transportation modes will be considered.  These include capacity enhancements to the existing highway lanes; revised HOV restrictions; introduction of High Occupancy Toll lanes; enhanced bus ways, as well as new or enhanced transit service on METRO or VRE.  Improvements will look to expand upon the Integrated Corridor Management system that VDOT and DRPT are implementing today.
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Presentation Notes
As improvements are being developed to satisfy our local travel demands, the study will also make sure that the many environmental resources in the corridor are identified and considered.
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Presentation Notes
This study will build upon previous analyses performed in this critical transportation corridor. Most recently, DRPT led the development of the comprehensive I-66 Transit/TDM Study that was completed in late 2009. Previous study analyses will be supplemented with additional data collection and travel demand forecasting.  This additional effort will update current data sets and forecasts using the most current data and tools.
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Presentation Notes
This project is using a tiered approach to NEPA.    A Tier 1 EIS differs from traditional EIS’s in that it focuses on broad issues such purpose and need; travel mode or combination of modes - such as bus, carpool, rail transit, or car.  As well as various types of technologies that supports these modes.  And finally the general location of proposed improvements.  It provides a long-term vision for the corridor by allowing short-term or interim improvements without precluding long-term requirements.
 
The Tier 2 analyses which follow will focus on the site-specific details of projects including their direct impacts, environmental mitigation measures, and costs.
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Much of the initial scoping and data gathering activities have been completed and a preliminary purpose and need has been prepared.  The next major step in the study process is to use the purpose and need to guide the development of improvement concepts.   These concepts will then be evaluated for both their transportation benefits as well potential environmental impacts.  The results of these evaluations will be presented in a Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement.  This document and a public hearing to present its findings are scheduled for this coming June.


Purpose and Need

Improve multimodal mobility along the 1-66 corridor by
providing diverse travel choices in a cost-effective manner.
Enhance transportation safety and travel reliability for the
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Presentation Notes
Congestion on I-66 is a daily occurrence and the need to improve mobility is at the top of the wish list for most Northern Virginia travelers.  The preliminary purpose and need statement shown here recognizes the need for providing diverse travel choices in a cost effective manner while ensuring safety and reliability for the travelling public.
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Most of you travel I-66 on a daily basis and are aware of the levels of congestion that are experienced throughout the day.  Today, Prince William and Fairfax Counties are two of the largest economic engines in the Commonwealth and have resulted in steady growth in both population and employment.  Much of this has occurred in or near the I-66 corridor and has resulted in the congestion and travel demands we are experiencing.
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The steady growth in population and employment is expected to continue over the next thirty years.   Population growth will be greatest in the western end of the corridor . . . 
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. . . while employment growth will be greatest at the eastern end of the corridor in areas such as Tyson’s Corner.
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This growth has contributed to the large volumes of traffic seen on I-66 today and is expected to continue to place an increasing demand across all modes of transportation in the future.
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Presentation Notes
For example, the chart on the screen shows the hourly traffic volumes on I-66 between Virginia Route 234 Business and US Route 29.  Existing traffic volumes are shown in green and projected traffic volumes for the year 2040 are shown in blue.  The horizontal red line shows the approximate capacity of I-66 at the posted speed.  When hourly traffic volumes exceed this level increasing levels of congestion are experienced.
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Taking a closer look at the traffic volumes by direction, first eastbound . . . 
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Westbound Volumes
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. . . and then westbound it can be seen that without the provision of additional capacity within the corridor the number of hours that traffic volumes are at or exceeding capacity will continue to increase.  This will result in congestion and unreliable travel times throughout the day from 6 AM to 7 PM.   And will also increase the number of daily drivers experiencing congestion from about 40% today to over 80% by the year 2040.


Measure of Project Needs
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The study team will be developing various multimodal improvement concepts to address these capacity issues. A wide variety of metrics or measurements will be applied to determine how the proposed concepts satisfy the project’s purpose and need. 
 
The types of metrics applied are listed here and more will be developed as the study progresses.
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As an example, this figure shows the origins and destinations of drivers using eastbound I-66 between Nutley Street and the Beltway.
 
As the region has grown, travel demand on I-66 has evolved from being a simply a commuter route from bedroom communities to one or two destinations in the Metro area to a corridor serving multiple employment centers.  This change in travel patterns has resulted in heavier use of many of the interchanges and congestion in both directions.  Improvement concepts will be evaluated to see which ones best respond to these changing travel patterns.
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Another key metric will be to look at total traffic crossing key “screen lines”.  A screen line cuts across all transportation facilities serving a corridor and allows the study team to understand the total travel demand and ensure that improvements are balanced by assessing effects on the parallel facilities such as Route 50.
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Over the course of the next several months the study team will be applying these metrics and others to a wide range of potential improvement concepts.  Please be part of the process and offer any suggestions you may have regarding the project’s purpose and need, the evaluation metrics, as well as any recommended solutions.
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Your input is very important.  So please take the time to review the materials on display tonight and talk to members of the study team.  You can have your comments and views entered as part of the meeting record by:
 
Completing the comment form included in your informational brochure and submitting it to us tonight.
Or you can provide your oral comments to the court reporter.
 
If you would like to take a little more time, you can drop your comment form in the mail or contact us via e-mail or through the project website.  Each of these addresses are provided in your brochure.
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Thank you once again.  Please meet with members of our study team to discuss the project or answer your questions.  And when you leave tonight, please travel safely.
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