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Upcoming Projects
I-664 Monitor-Merrimac Memorial 
Bridge-Tunnel (MMMBT) Joint and  
Pavement Repair 
Current Status: Phase two of this project called for the 
wall joints to be cleaned and sealed on all open cut sections. 
Crews completed repairs to the concrete slabs leading into 
the north and southbound tunnels in spring 2012, as well 
as the needed repairs to the expansion and contraction 
joints. However, the repairs were only successful for a short 
time following the completion of the work. 

Projects Underway
I-664 Monitor-Merrimac Memorial 
Bridge-Tunnel (MMMBT) Waterproofing
Estimated Cost: $7.5 million
Completion Date: October 2013
Status: On Time/Under Budget
Contractor:  HRI Bridge Company
About the Project: Crews began performing 
waterproofing on the MMMBT bridge spans in late July 
2011. This project will maintain the life expectancy of the 
structures of approximately 70 years. Motorists can expect 
to experience single lane, overnight closures during  
construction activities.

Current Status: The contractor has completed  
approximately 40% of the southbound side of the bridge 
and has a plan in place to accelerate operations and  
complete on time by fall 2013.

Monitor-Merrimac Memorial Bridge-Tunnel

At this time, it appears that while crews plugged many of 
the avenues where water was entering the roadway, the  
reduction in the number of water infiltration points  
increased the water pressure beneath the road surface and 
the water found additional outlets.  Therefore, the VDOT 
team is mapping out a new approach to capture, divert and 
channel the water into the interceptor drains.  
The engineering and construction will begin in mid-2013.  
In the mean time, staff will closely monitor conditions and 
will call in the necessary resources as conditions change.
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Projects Underway
Route 637 (Orbit Road) 
Bridge Replacement Over Nuby Run
Estimated Cost: $1.62 million 
Contractor: Designer – HDR / Saeed Associates
About the Project:  The purpose of this contract is to 
replace the existing three-span bridge with a new two-span 
bridge in Isle of Wight County. The existing bridge was built 
in 1945 with steel beams which show rust and  
deterioration at many locations. The existing bridge has 
posted restricted access for vehicles over 10 tons and 
has 15.4 sufficiency rating. The new bridge will be using 
21-foot prestressed concrete slab spans. The project also 
includes approach roadway work and railings.

Route 17 Pave-in-Place
Estimated Cost: $5.8 million
Completion Date: June 30, 2013
Status: Within Budget
Contractor: Virginia Paving
About the Project: In spring 2012, crews with the  
Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) began repaving 
Route 17, from the James River Bridge to the Crittenden 
Bridge/Suffolk Line. More specifically, crews began rebuilding 
the roadway, using the newest and most innovative methods, 
termed cold-in-place pavement recycling. This method  
involved milling and recycling the existing deteriorated  
pavement, combining the same materials in a stabilizing 
agent and relaying it back on the same section of road. 
The sub-grade recycling operations were completed on the 
northbound lanes in the fall of 2012. Recycling operations 
were also performed for one mile, on the southbound lanes, 
from Ashby Way to Crittenden Bridge, along with a short 
section beginning at the James River Bridge. In late fall, VDOT 
evaluated the standards of the repaving process to determine 
if the road met specified requirements. Due to the  
temperature sensitivity involved with the recycling procedure 
and to expedite the paving process, it was decided to return 
to the more traditional methods of deep milling and hot mix 
asphalt placement in the remaining sections of the  
southbound lanes and no longer use the recycling methods.

Current Status: On March 7, deep milling operations 
were completed and the contractor submitted to VDOT 
district leadership their current schedule and plan for the 
project moving forward.  Maintenance and other ongoing 
surface repairs to the riding surface will continue through 
the month of April.  With warmer temperatures, beginning 
in April the contractor will begin placing the final asphalt 
surface in the northbound lane followed by surfacing of the 
southbound lane in late April and May. Pavement markings, 
guardrail upgrades, and other incidentals will complete the 
project by the end of June 2013.

Hampton Roads District 
Project Information 

Available at: http://www.virginiadot.org/projects

Current Status: This project is currently under the 
Right-of-Way stage. The contractor has submitted plans for 
a Pre-Advertisement Conference (PAC) review. This is an 
inter-disciplinary milestone for the project team to review 
the final plans, bid documents and make any minor  
adjustments to the plans. Comments from different sections 
have been submitted to the contractor. The construction 
fixed completion date has yet to be determined yet. 

http://www.virginiadot.org/projects
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Projects Underway
James River Bridge (JRB)  
Warning and Barrier Gate Replacement 
Original Contract Amount: $1.1 million
Current Contract Amount: $1.3 million 
Status: Work delayed (see below) 
Estimated Completion Date: Spring 2013
Contractor: SDC Contracting
About the Project: The four warning gates at the  
approach to the lift span and the four barrier safety gates 
at the lift spans on the Route 17, James River Bridge (JRB), 
are being replaced. The work also includes rewiring of the 
gates to the bridge tender’s house. 

Current Status: The warning gates have been installed.  
Crews are installing barrier gate housings and making 
preparations to install barrier gates. Work on this project 
was delayed to accommodate a concurrent project to  
replace the generators for the lift span on the bridge.  
This project was also delayed due to scheduling conflicts 
with other projects of regional significance. 
Following installation of the new generators in February, 
2013, work on the barrier safety gates gained progress. 
After the installation of the barrier gates and testing,  
the project will be complete.  

 
James River Bridge (JRB)  
Diesel Generator Replacement
Estimated cost: $1.2 million
Estimated Completion Date: Spring 2013
Contractor: W. F. Magann
Status: On Time/Within budget 
About the Project: This project involves replacing 
the two standby diesel generators that serve as emergency 
backup power to operate the lift span in the event of  
power failure. 

Current Status: The old generators have been  
removed and the new generators have been set in place. 
The remaining work to install connections and controls will 
continue without any impacts to marine or vehicular traffic 
using the bridge deck above the generator room.

Hampton Roads District 
Project Information 

Available at: http://www.virginiadot.org/projects
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Design Ongoing
Route 602 Bridge Replacement
Isle of Wight County
Estimated for October 16, 2015.
About the Project: The existing bridge on Route 602 
(Longview Drive) that crosses over Pagan Creek is considered 
structurally deficient and will be replaced. The new bridge 
will be approximately 41 feet long and 27 feet wide.  
Roadway work necessary to tie into the existing approach 
alignment will also be performed.  The limits of the project 
are from 158 feet south of the intersection of Pagan Creek 
to 178 feet north of the intersection of Pagan Creek for a 
total length of approximately 0.071 miles.

Current Status: A public willingness notification was 
initiated in mid-January 2013 and ended on February 6, 
2013.  Roadway plans are being revised based on  
preliminary field inspection comments from the District  
divisions, and the bridge design process is ongoing.   
The need to relocate underground and overhead  
utility lines may push back the current ad date. 

Proposed Projects
Route 258/Route 620
Isle of Wight County
Estimated Cost: TBD
About the Project: The purpose of this project is to 
provide a two-way center left turn lane on Route 258 to 
improve traffic flow in both directions and provide left turn 
protection. The project will be a shoulder typical section 
from 0.20 miles east of the intersection of Route 620 to 
0.10 miles east of Route 709. Beyond this point, a curb and 
gutter section will be provided which will tie to an existing 
curb and gutter section terminating in front of Smithfield 
Middle School. The project length is approximately one mile.

Current Status: Currently, VDOT is re-scoping the 
project because the project limits have been reduced due to 
funding. The ad date has been tentatively moved to  
February 2015.
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Upcoming Projects
I-664 High-Tension Guardrail and  
Rumble Strips
City of Suffolk
Contract Amount: $638,052
Completion Date: October 2013
Contractor: RMD Holdings, LTD.
About the Project: This Highway Safety Improvement 
Project (HSIP) will improve the safety of I-664 between the 
Bowers Hill interchange and the Monitor-Merrimac Memorial 
Bridge-Tunnel by adding high-tension guardrail in the median 
and rumble strips to all four shoulders. High-tension  
guardrails are better for areas with traffic on opposing sides 
of the guardrail. This particular type of guardrail is more 
expensive to install but less expensive to maintain and  
provides better protection for drivers when they are  
exposed to oncoming traffic.

Current Status:  The construction contract was recently 
executed on February 15, 2013 and construction will begin in 
late summer 2013.

James River Bridge Rehabilitation 

Isle of Wight County
Estimated cost: $20 million
Estimated Construction Date: 2015
About the Project: This project will replace all the 
electrical, mechanical, and control components of the drive 
systems of this movable bridge. 

Current Status:  The design consultant was given  
notice to proceed on November 30, 2012. A preliminary  
design report will be submitted in summer 2013.The  
construction advertisement is scheduled for spring 2015. 

Hampton Roads District 
Project Information 

Available at: http://www.virginiadot.org/projects
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