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       Lighting Guidelines
Section 24VAC30-151-420 of the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Land Use Permit Regulations stipulates that a land use permit shall be obtained for the placement of lighting facilities to be located on or overhang state maintained right-of-way.  Lighting facilities that are on or overhang the right-of-way are classified as either roadway lighting or non-roadway lighting.  Roadway lighting is lighting intended to improve visibility for users of the roadway.  Non-roadway lighting is lighting intended to improve visibility or to enhance safety for pedestrians or adjacent properties.  Non-roadway lighting may be allowed within the right-of-way provided such lighting does not adversely affect the visibility of roadway users, and lighting supports and support locations do not compromise VDOT clear zone and safety standards.

VDOT Land Use Permit Required by Law

The General Rules and Regulations of the Commonwealth Transportation Board are adopted pursuant to the authority of the Code of Virginia.  These rules and regulations provide that no work of any nature shall be performed on any real property under the ownership, control, or jurisdiction of VDOT until written permission has been obtained from VDOT.  Real property includes, but is not limited to, the right-of-way of any highway in the state highways system.  Written permission is granted either by permit or a state-authorized contract let by VDOT;

By issuing a permit, VDOT is giving permission only for whatever rights it has in the right-of-way; the permittee is responsible for obtaining permission from others who may also have an interest in the property;

The permittee will be civilly liable to the Commonwealth for expenses and damages incurred by VDOT as a result of violation of any of the rules and regulations of this chapter.  Violators shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished as provided for in § 33.1-19 of the Code of Virginia.

Application Requirements

Applications made for a land use permit authorizing the placement of lighting facilities to be located on or overhang state maintained right-of-way shall be made through the district administrator’s designee.  The district administrator’s designee will coordinate review and approval of the request with the appropriate VDOT personnel prior to permit issuance;

Application forms and general information regarding VDOT land use permitting for the placement of lighting facilities to be located on or overhang state maintained right-of-way can be obtained by contacting the district permit office or the central office permit manager.  The forms necessary to make application are the LUP-A Land Use Permit Application, an executed LUP-SP Special Provisions form, an executed LUP-ESCCC Erosion & Sediment Control Contractor Certification form, an executed LUP-WZTCC Work Zone Traffic Control Certification form and a LUP-SB Permit Surety Bond or LUP-LC Irrevocable Letter Of Credit Bank Agreement.

This information may also be obtained on the VDOT web site at:

http://www.virginiadot.org/business/bu-landUsePermits.asp or at http://vdotforms.vdot.virginia.gov
A list of counties with their corresponding VDOT district offices and VDOT contact information may be obtained on the VDOT web site at:  http://www.virginia.org/about/districts.asp.

Permit Fees & Charges

The land use permit application shall include a check or cash in the amount of $100.00 plus $10.00 per proposed above-ground structure.

Surety Requirement

A performance surety in an amount to be determined by the district administrator’s designee is required to guarantee the satisfactory performance of the work.  The surety shall be based on the estimated cost for the placement of lighting facilities to be located on or overhang state maintained right-of-way.  The surety may be in the form of a check, cash, surety bond or irrevocable letter of credit bank agreement.), or any other VDOT-approved method.  The surety will be refunded or released upon completion of the work and inspection by VDOT.

Insurance Requirements

The permittee or their agent shall secure and maintain sufficient insurance to protect against liability for personal injury and property damage that may arise from the activities performed under the authority of a land use permit and from the operation of the permitted activity.  Insurance must be obtained prior to start of permitted work and shall remain valid through the permit completion date.  The district administrator’s designee may require a valid certificate or letter of insurance from the issuing insurance agent or agency prior to issuing the land use permit.

General Requirements
Use of the land use permit is evidence that the permittee is fully cognizant of all required permit provisions, all applicable traffic control standards and requirements and associated construction standards to be utilized;

The issuance of a land use permit authorizing the placement of lighting facilities on or overhanging state maintained right-of-way is in no way to be inferred as a conveyance of any interest in real estate property or facilities owned in whole or part by the Virginia Department of Transportation;

Design Requirements

The applicant shall submit to the district administrator's designee two (2) copies of scale drawings depicting lighting pole locations, mounting heights, pole and base type, type and wattage of luminaries and support arm lengths;
Roadway lighting shall be designed and installed in accordance with VDOT's Road and Bridge Specifications.

The design of roadway lighting facilities shall be based upon the specifications developed by the Illuminating Engineering Society in the manual, American National Standard Practice for Roadway Lighting.  The Roadway Lighting Design Guide by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) may be used as a supplemental guide;

Lighting support poles shall be placed in accordance with VDOT clear zone requirements, however consideration may be given for the placement of support poles within the highway clear zone that are of breakaway or frangible type or be properly protected with a positive barrier system;

Lighting support poles placed behind a positive barrier system or where a system is installed to shield the support poles, the deflection zone of the barrier system must remain totally unobstructed in accordance with current VDOT standards and specifications;

Breakaway or frangible type lighting support poles should not be installed where a falling pole may create a safety hazard for pedestrians, vehicular traffic or adjacent buildings;

Lighting facilities may be attached to existing poles located within or adjacent to state maintained right-of-way.  Consideration may be given to the placement of additional poles in an existing pole line when necessary to provide proper illumination.

Inspection of the Work

All activities authorized under the auspices of a VDOT land use permit may be subject to inspection by authorized VDOT personnel.

Limits of Authorization

The placement of lighting facilities on or overhanging state maintained right-of way shall be limited to highways designated as “non-limited access” primary and secondary routes.
Traffic Control

The permittee shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Virginia Work Area Protection Manual during installation of lighting facilities to be located on or overhanging state maintained right-of-way;
If deemed necessary, trained flag persons are to be provided by the permittee during installation and maintenance of the irrigation system located within state maintained right of way;

All flag persons shall be trained in appropriate traffic control and successfully complete the VDOT flagging certification examination.  VDOT flagging certification can be obtained through the VDOT Traffic Engineering Division, Work Zone Safety Section.

Permit Revocation

At the discretion of the district administrator’s designee, the land use permit may be revoked and the lighting facilities removed from within or overhanging state maintained right of way should operation of the lighting facilities become detrimental to state maintained facilities or are deemed hazardous for vehicular and or pedestrian traffic.
Permittee Notice

The preceding provisions are intentionally condensed in format and should not be loosely interpreted by the permittee without consultation with the central office permit manager or the district administrator’s designee and affirmation from the Land Use Permit Regulations.
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