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Smart Flag List 
Summary of Override Exceptions for 

SGR Bridge Factor Scores 

(March 28, 2017) 

Smart 

Flag 

Code 

Applicable 

Factor 
Description of Smart Flag 

Required Supporting Documentation 

(DBE must place supporting documents in the bridge file 

at the district office) 

(note SGR program can and may be audited) 

IF-1 Importance 

If a district intends on abandoning the bridge and ultimately removing the bridge 

from the S&B Inventory, then the DBE may request that bridge be given an IF of 

0.00. 

1) Documentation indicating desire to close the bridge. 

 

2) Ideally, a schedule indicating how and when the bridge 

will be abandoned, and when the bridge will be removed 

from the S&B Inventory. 

IF-2 Importance 

If a bridge is on a route that provides the only access to a hospital, school, military 

base, police station or critical government facility, then the DBE may request that 

the IF be set to 1.00. 

1) Map showing the location of the bridge, facility in 

questions, and surrounding area and the sole access route. 

DRF-1 
Design 

Redundancy 

If a Fracture Critical element of a bridge is in Poor condition, the DBE may request 

that the bridge be given a DRF of 1.00. 

 

For FC, see https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/120620.cfm; and Fed Item 92A 

1) Inspection Report showing the Fracture Critical 

element is in Poor condition. 

DRF-2 
Design 

Redundancy 

If the Fracture Critical element of a bridge has a history of any low height hits due 

to inadequate vertical clearance, the DBE may request that the bridge be given a 

DRF of 1.00. 

 

For FC, see https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/120620.cfm; and Fed Item 92A 

1) Inspection Report showing evidence of low height hits 

 

2) Crash Reports showing evidence of the low height hits 

to the fracture critical element 

DRF-3 
Design 

Redundancy 

To maintain alignment with the  criteria set for bridges with Fracture Critical (FC) 

members per the Chief Engineers Quarterly report, if the ADT of a FC structure is 

less than 1,000 then the DBE may request that the bridge be given FC subfactor 

score (of the DRF score) of 0.00. 

 

For FC, see https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/120620.cfm; and Fed Item 92A 

1) Statement of intentions 

 

2) BrM database shows ADT < 1000 

SCF-1 
Structure 

Capacity 

If a bridge requires a posting, the DBE may request that the bridge be given: 

 - a minimum SCF of 0.65 for a bridge on the Primary System 

 - a SCF of 1.00 for a bridge on the Interstate System 

1) Inspection Report with load rating showing the need 

to post the bridge. 
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SCF-2 
Structure 

Capacity 

If the Fracture Critical Element of a bridge has significantly deficient Vertical 

Clearance versus the Required Vertical Clearance for the Functional Class of the 

roadway below the bridge, the DBE may request that the bridge be given: 

- a minimum SCF of 0.50 for a bridge on the Secondary System 

- a minimum SCF of 0.75 for a bridge on the Primary System 

- a SCF of 1.00 for a bridge on the Interstate System 

 

For FC, see https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/bridge/120620.cfm; and Fed Item 92A 

1) Inspection Report citing deficient vertical clearance 

and validated with BrM data 

SCF-3 
Structure 

Capacity 

If a bridge has a history of accidents due to features of the bridge, then the DBE 

may request that the bridge be given a SCF of 1.00. 

1) Crash Reports showing evidence that features of the 

bridge caused the accidents. 

CEF-1 
Cost 

Effectiveness 

Regarding dual SD bridges (example: NB and SB bridge on the interstate) on a given 

route in which both are being considered individually for SGR funding. If it is more 

cost effective to complete the construction of both bridges concurrently and both 

bridges can be fully funded that funding round, the DBE may request that the lower 

scoring bridge be given a Cost-Effectiveness Factor (CEF) score so that it has an 

overall CEF score equivalent to the higher scoring dual bridge. 

 

If both bridges cannot be fully funded in the current round, then the DBE may 

request that the dual bridges be skipped as a unit until the next funding round. 

1) Statement of intentions 

 

2) Supporting documentation indicating that it is more 

cost-effective to complete the bridge work on the dual 

bridges at the same time.  

CEF-2 
Cost 

Effectiveness 

If the bridge currently has legacy DBF funds and needs SGR funds to fully fund the 

project, then the DBE may request that the Cost Effectiveness Factor be set to 1.00. 

 

DBE to review all DBF projects that are eligible for SGR funds, and request 

adjustments accordingly. 

1) Statement of intentions 


