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SECTION 102.05 PREPARATION OF BID of the Specifications is amended to include the following: 
 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 635.410(b) of Title 23 CFR, hereinafter referred to as 
“Buy America”, except as otherwise specified, all iron and steel products (including miscellaneous 
steel items such as fasteners, nuts, bolts and washers) to be permanently incorporated for use on 
federal aid projects shall be produced in the United States of America regardless of the percentage 
they exist in the manufactured product or final form they take.  Therefore, "Domestically produced in 
the United States of America" means all manufacturing processes must occur in the United States of 
America, to mean, in one of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico or in the territories 
and possessions of the United States.  Manufacturing processes are defined as any process which 
alters or modifies the chemical content, physical size or shape or final finish of iron or steel material) 
such as rolling, extruding, bending, machining, fabrication, grinding, drilling, finishing, or coating 
whereby a raw material or a reduced iron ore material is changed, altered or transformed into a steel 
or iron item or product which, because of the process, is different from the original material.  For the 
purposes of satisfying this requirement “coating” is defined as the application of epoxy, galvanizing, 
painting or any other such process that protects or enhances the value of the material.  Materials 
used in the coating process need not be domestic materials. 
 
For the purposes herein the manufacturing process is considered complete when the resultant 
product is ready for use as an item in the project (e.g. fencing, posts, girders, pipe, manhole covers, 
etc.) or is incorporated as a component of a more complex product by means of further 
manufacturing.  Final assembly of a product may occur outside of the United States of America 
provided no further manufacturing process takes place. 
 
Raw materials such as iron ore, pig iron, processed, pelletized and reduced iron ore, waste products 
(including scrap, that is, steel or iron no longer useful in its present form from old automobiles, 
machinery, pipe, railroad rail, or the like and steel trimmings from mills or product manufacturing) and 
other raw materials used in the production of steel and\or iron products may, however, be imported.  
Extracting, handling, or crushing the raw materials which are inherent to the transporting the materials 
for later use in the manufacturing process are exempt from Buy America.   The use of foreign source 
steel or iron billet is not acceptable under the provisions of Buy America.  For the purposes of this 
provision all steel or iron material not meeting the criteria as domestically produced in the United 
States of America will be considered as “foreign” material.  All iron and steel items will be classified 
hereinafter as "domestic" or "foreign", identified by and subject to the provisions herein. 
 
Domestically produced iron or steel ingots or billets shipped outside the United States of America for 
any manufacturing process and returned for permanent use in a project would not comply with “Buy 
America” requirements.    
 
Buy America provisions do not apply to iron or steel products used temporarily in the construction of a 
project such as temporary sheet piling, temporary bridges, steel scaffolding, falsework or such 
temporary material or product or material that remains in place for the Contractor’s convenience. 
 
Section 635.410(b) of Title 23 CFR permits a minimal amount of steel or iron material to be 
incorporated in the permanent work on a federal-aid contract.  The cost of such materials or products 
must not exceed one-tenth of one percent of the contract amount or $2500, whichever is greater.  
The cost of the foreign iron or steel material is defined as its monetary value delivered to the job site 



and supported by invoices or bill of sale to the Contractor.  This delivered to site cost must include 
transportation, assembly, installation and testing. 
 
In the event the total cost of all "foreign" iron and steel product or material does not exceed one-tenth 
of one percent of the total contract cost or $2,500, whichever is greater, the use of such material 
meeting the limitations herein will not be restricted by the domestic requirements herein.   However, 
by signing the bid, the Bidder certifies that such cost does not exceed the limits established herein. 
 
Waivers: 
 
With prior concurrence from Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) headquarters, the Federal 
Highway Division Administrator may grant a waiver to specific projects provided it can be 
demonstrated: 
 

1 that the use of domestic steel or iron materials would be inconsistent with the public 
interest; or 

 
2. materials or products requested for use are not produced in the United States in sufficient 

or reasonably available quantities and are of satisfactory quality for use in the permanent 
work. 

 
The waiver request shall be submitted with supportive information to include: 
 

1. Project number\description, project cost, waiver item, item cost, country of origin for the 
product, reason for the waiver, and  

 
2. Analysis of redesign of the project using alternative or approved equal domestic products 

 
In order to grant such a waiver the request for the waiver must be published in the Federal Register 
for a period not less than 15 days or greater than 60 days prior to waiving such requirement.  An 
initial 15 day comment period to the waiver will be available to the public by means of the FHWA 
website: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/construction/contracts/waivers.cfm.  Following that initial 15 day 
period of review and comment the request for waiver will be published by the FHWA in the Federal 
Register.  The effective date of the FHWA finding, either to approve or deny the waiver request, will 
be 15 days following publication in the Federal Register.   
 
Only the FHWA Administrator may grant nationwide waivers which still are subject to the public 
rulemaking and review process.   
 
Alternative Bidding Procedures: 
 
An alternative bidding procedure may be employed to justify the use of foreign iron and\or steel. To 
qualify under this procedure the total project is bid using two alternatives, one based on the use of 
domestic products and the other, the use of corresponding foreign source steel and\or iron materials.   
 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 103.02 the Contract will be awarded to the lowest 
responsive and responsible bidder who submits the lowest total bid based on furnishing domestic iron 
or steel unless such total exceeds the lowest total bid based on furnishing foreign iron and\or steel by 
more than 25 percent, in which case the award will be made to the lowest responsive and responsible 
bidder furnishing foreign iron and\or steel based upon furnishing verifiable supportive data.  The 
bidder shall submit a bid based on permanently incorporating only domestic iron and\or steel in the 
construction of the project.  The bidder may also submit a bid for the same proposed contract based 
on being allowed to permanently incorporate corresponding foreign iron and\or steel materials 
meeting the other contract requirements into the work on the contract.  If he chooses to submit such a 
bid, that alternate bid shall clearly indicate which foreign iron and\or steel items will be permanently 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/construction/contracts/waivers.cfm


installed in the work as well as contain prices for all other items listed in the corresponding domestic 
proposal to complete a total “Foreign” bid. 
  
In the event the contract is awarded to the bidder furnishing foreign iron and\or steel materials or 
items the provision for price adjustment of steel items will be permitted, however, price fluctuations 
shall use the U.S. index as stated in the Special Provision for Price Adjustment For Steel.  The 
Contractor must indicate which corresponding eligible steel items he chooses price adjustment to 
apply.  In the event the contract is awarded to a bidder furnishing foreign iron and\or steel items and 
during the life of that contract the Contractor discovers he cannot furnish foreign iron and\or steel 
material as originally anticipated and agreed upon, he shall be responsible to honor the total bid price 
and furnish such iron and\or steel materials meeting the contract requirements from other sources as 
necessary to complete the work. 
 
In the event the Contractor proposes to furnish "foreign" iron and steel and can verify a savings in 
excess of 25 percent of the overall project cost if bid using domestic materials, the Contractor shall 
submit a second complete paper bid proposal clearly marked “Foreign” including Form C-7 and 
supportive data supplement on all sheets.  Supportive data shall list, but not be limited to, origin of 
material, best price offer, quantity and complete description of material, mill analysis, evidence or 
certification of conformance to contract requirements, etc.  The “Foreign” bid shall be completed using 
the best price offer for each corresponding bid item supplying foreign material in the alternative bid 
and submit the same with the Contractor’s “Domestic” bid.  The Contractor shall write the word 
“Foreign” by the bid total shown on Form C-7 as well as last page of Schedule of Items showing the 
total bid amount.  The bidder shall also contact the State Contract Engineer to inform him that he is 
also submitting an alternate “Foreign” paper bid. 
 
The information listed on the supportive data sheet(s) will be used to provide the basis for verification 
of the required cost savings.  In the event comparison of the prices given, or corrected as provided in 
Section 103.01 of the Specifications, shows that use of "foreign" iron and steel items does not 
represent a cost savings exceeding the aforementioned 25 percent, "domestic" iron and\or steel and 
prices given there for shall be used and the "100 percent Domestic Items Total" shall be the 
Contractor's bid. 
 
Certification of Compliance: 
 
Where domestic material is supplied, prior to incorporation into the Work, the Contractor shall furnish 
to the Department a certificate of compliance (such as may be furnished by steel mill test reports) that 
all steel and\or iron products supplied to the project except as may be permitted (one-tenth of one 
percent of the total contract cost or $2,500, whichever is greater) and permanently incorporated into 
the work satisfies the domestic requirements herein.  This certification shall contain a definitive 
statement about the origin of all products covered under the provisions of Buy America as stated 
herein. 
 
In lieu of the Contractor providing personal certification, the Contractor may furnish a stepped 
certification in which each handler of the product, such as supplier, fabricator, manufacturer, 
processor, etc. furnishes an individual certification that their step in the process was domestically 
performed. 


