


Land Use Permit
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Golf Cart & Utility Vehicle Accommodation
March 10, 2016
Code of Virginia §46.2-916.1 through §46.2-916.3 govern the use of golf carts and utility vehicles on Virginia highways.  The code allows for the governing body of any county, city or town to authorize the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on public highways within its jurisdictional boundaries.  A locality can designate a state maintained road for use by golf carts and utility vehicles without any explicit approval from the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT), however VDOT does have the authority and the responsibility to overturn the designation if it is deemed that golf carts and utility vehicles impede the safe and efficient flow of motor vehicle traffic.

Permittee Agreement for Land Use Permit Issuance

I the undersigned locality representative hereby acknowledge that I am fully cognizant of all of the following requirements associated with the issuance of a VDOT Land Use Permit authorizing the use of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways:
Type or Print Clearly

Locality Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________

Locality Federal Tax ID No. / Driver’s License No.:  _________________________________________________
Locality Mailing Address:  _____________________________________________________________________
City:  _______________________________________
State:  _______
Zip Code:  ___________________
Authorized Representative’s Name:  ____________________________________________________________
Business Telephone No.:  ( ____ ) _____ - __________
24-Hour Telephone No.:  ( ____ ) _____ - _________

Fax No.:  ( ____ ) _____ - __________
E-mail Address:  ___________________________________________

Location(s):  _______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Authorized Representative’s Signature:  ____________________________________________________________

VDOT Land Use Permit Required by Law

The General Rules and Regulations of the Commonwealth Transportation Board provide that no work of any nature shall be performed on any real property under the ownership, control, or jurisdiction of VDOT until written permission has been obtained from VDOT.  Written permission is granted for the above-referenced activity through the issuance of a land use permit.
By issuing a permit, VDOT is giving permission only for whatever rights it has in the right-of-way; the permittee is responsible for obtaining permission from others who may also have an interest in the property.
The permittee will be civilly liable to the Commonwealth for expenses and damages incurred to VDOT as a result of violation of any of the rules and regulations of this chapter.  Violators shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be punished as provided for in §33.2-210 of the Code of Virginia.

Application Requirements

Application for a land use permit authorizing the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways shall be made through the local district permit office by the requesting locality.
The district administrator’s designee receiving the request shall coordinate review and approval of the request with all appropriate VDOT personnel.
The regional traffic engineer (or their designee) shall perform a review of the land use permit application and supporting material 

Application forms and general information regarding VDOT land use permitting authorizing the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways can be obtained by contacting the local district permit office where the designation is being requested or at the following VDOT web site:  http://www.virginiadot.org/business/bu-landUsePermits.asp
Contact Information

A list of counties with their corresponding VDOT district offices and contact information may be obtained on the VDOT web site at:  http://www.virginiadot.org/about/districts.asp
Permit Fees & Charges

The application fee for a land use permit authorizing the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways shall be waived.
Surety Requirements
It is not necessary for the locality to provide a surety for the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways.
Insurance Requirements

It is not necessary for the locality to secure and maintain insurance to protect against liability for personal injury and property damage associated with the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles on state maintained highways.
General Requirements
1) Any county, city or town may designate a roadway as appropriate for golf cart and/or utility vehicle usage regardless of who owns or maintains the road within the constraints and requirements of the Code of Virginia.

2) The locality must consider the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using such highways to determine if golf cart and utility vehicle operation is compatible with state and local transportation plans and if said operation is consistent with the Commonwealth's Statewide Pedestrian Policy.

3) The locality shall provide VDOT with evidence of its consideration of the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic for routes being considered for golf cart and utility vehicle designation.

4) The locality shall provide VDOT with an overall route plan to show connectivity to and from specific origins and destinations.  EXAMPLE: Residences to a local park, ball field, community center, etc.
5) In general, a designated route should not cross an un-signalized intersection where the annual average daily traffic (AADT) exceeds 2000 vehicles per day or where peak period traffic volumes do not allow for the safe crossing of golf carts and utility vehicles.

6) VDOT shall consider the volume and posted speed limit of all roadways intersecting a designated route so that designated route(s) do not cross high volume, low-speed roadways.

7) The posted speed limit of the highway to be designated shall not exceed 25 miles per hour.

8) The AADT of the highway to be designated shall not exceed 1000 vehicles per day.

9) The designated route shall not cross a highway where the posted speed limit exceeds 25 miles per hour except where the intersection is controlled by a traffic signal and the speed limit of the intersecting highway does not exceed 35 miles per hour.

10) In the Town of Colonial Beach and in towns with a population of 2,000 or less, a golf cart and utility vehicle may cross a highway at intersections marked with signage posted by VDOT.  The Regional Traffic Engineer (or their designee) shall recommend approval or denial of sign installation(s).

11) All costs associated with the installation and maintenance of all required signage shall be borne by the locality.
12) The designated route shall not have geometric constraints that restrict minimum intersection sight distance or stopping sight distance for the posted speed limit of 25 miles per hour.

13) The total pavement width of the designated route shall not be less than 17 feet in width.  This width may include any drivable paved or grass shoulders on each side of the travel way.

14) Where parking is allowed on the designated route the minimum pavement width shall be 24-feet with parking on one side and 29-feet with parking both sides (See the VDOT Road Design Manual for subdivision streets with AADT < 2000 vehicles per day).

15) Actual truck traffic shall not exceed 10%.  VDOT shall determine if said traffic creates an operational or safety concern for the use of golf carts and utility vehicles on the designated route.

16) Routes with high incidences of crashes will not be considered for designated use by golf carts and utility vehicles.

17) VDOT shall make a determination as to whether on-going development will trigger any thresholds that would deem the designated route as not compatible for the operation of golf carts and utility vehicles.
18) All persons operating a golf cart or utility vehicle on any public highway shall have in their possession a valid driver's license.

19) All golf carts or utility vehicles operated on a public highway shall display a slow-moving vehicle emblem in conformity with Code of Virginia §46.2-1081.
20) Golf carts and utility vehicles shall be operated upon the public highways only between sunrise and sunset unless equipped with headlights as are required for these classes of vehicles.
General Requirement Exceptions

1) Operation of a golf cart to cross a highway from one portion of a golf course to another portion thereof or to an adjacent golf course or to travel between a person's home and golf course if the total trip does not exceed one-half mile in either direction and if the posted speed limit on the highway does not exceed 35 miles per hour.

2) Operation of a golf cart and/or utility vehicle by local government employees for official business or purpose on highways with posted speed limits that do not exceed 35 miles per hour.
3) Operation of a golf cart and/or utility vehicle by employees of public or private two-year or four-year institutions of higher education on highways within the property limits of such institutions provided the golf cart and/or utility vehicle is being operated on highways with posted speed limits that do not exceed of 35 miles per hour.

4) Operation of a golf cart and/or utility vehicle on a secondary highway with a posted speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less and within three miles of a motor speedway with a seating capacity of at least 25,000 but less than 90,000.  This use is limited to the same day as any race or race-related event conducted at said speedway.

5) Operation of a golf cart and/or utility vehicle by employees of the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) for official business or purpose on highways located within DCR property or upon VDOT maintained highways located adjacent to DCR property with posted speed limits that do not exceed 35 miles per hour.
Traffic Control & Safety

1) The permittee shall at all times give strict attention to the safety and rights of the traveling public, their employees, and contractors.  Any permit may be revoked or suspended when in the opinion of the district administrator’s designee, the safety, use or maintenance of the highway so requires.

2) In accordance with the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Road and Bridge Specification, Special Provision 105.14, all activities performed under the auspices of a VDOT Land Use Permit involving the installation, maintenance and removal of work zone traffic control devices must have at least one (1) person on-site who, at a minimum, is accredited by VDOT in Basic Work Zone Traffic Control.  The accredited person must have their VDOT Work Zone Traffic Control accreditation card in their possession while on-site.

3) A person accredited by VDOT in Intermediate Work Zone Traffic Control must be on-site to provide supervision for adjustment to the approved layout or implementation of any standard Typical Traffic Control (TTC) layouts outlined in the Virginia Work Area Protection Manual.

4) All traffic control plans shall be prepared by a person accredited by VDOT in Advanced Work Zone Traffic Control.

5) All activities that require the disruption (stoppage) of traffic shall utilize VDOT certified flaggers.  Flag persons shall be provided in sufficient number and locations as necessary for control and protection of vehicular and pedestrian traffic in accordance with the Virginia Work Area Protection Manual.  All flaggers must have their certification card in their possession when performing flagging operations within state maintained right-of-way.  Any flag person found not in possession of his/her certification card shall be removed from the flagging site and the district administrator’s designee will suspend all permitted activities.

6) Any VDOT certified flag person found to be performing their duties improperly shall have their certification revoked.

7) The permittee shall be exempt from the requirements of Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Road and Bridge Specification, Special Provision 105.14 if the authorized activity does not involve the installation, maintenance and removal of work zone traffic control devices and is not within the roadway (as defined in 24VAC30-151) of a state maintained highway.

8) The permittee shall immediately correct any situation that may arise as a result of these activities that the district administrator’s designee deems hazardous to the traveling public.

9) During authorized activities, the permittee shall furnish all necessary signs, flag persons and other devices to provide for the protection of traffic and workers in accordance with the Virginia Work Area Protection Manual or as directed by the district administrator’s designee.

10) All signs shall be in accordance with the current edition of the Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD).

11) Traffic shall not be blocked or detoured without permission, documented in writing or electronic communication, being granted by the district administrator’s designee.

12) All lane or shoulder closures on highways in the Northern Virginia construction district classified as arterial or collector routes must be authorized, documented in writing or by electronic communication by the VDOT Transportation Operations Center (NRO/TOC).
13) The permittee shall notify the following appropriate VDOT Transportation Operations Center (TOC) 30 minutes prior to the installation of a lane closure or shoulder closure on non-limited access primary routes and within 30 minutes of removing the lane or shoulder closure:

· Eastern Region (757) 424-9920:  All localities within the Hampton Roads construction district excluding Greenville County and Sussex County

· Northern Virginia (703) 877-3401:  All localities within the NOVA construction district including Spotsylvania County and Stafford County

· Central Region (804) 796-4520:  All localities within the Richmond construction district including Greenville County and Sussex County.  All localities within the Fredericksburg district excluding Spotsylvania County and Stafford County

· SW Region (540) 375-0170:  All localities within the Salem, Bristol, and Lynchburg construction districts

· NW Region (540) 332-9500:  All localities within the Staunton and Culpeper construction districts

Permit Revocation

At the discretion of the district administrator’s designee, the land use permit may be revoked and the route designation removed for non-compliance with all requirements contained herein and/or specific conditions of the permit.
Permittee Notice

The preceding provisions are intentionally condensed in format and should not be loosely interpreted by the permit applicant without consultation with the central office permit manager or the district administrator’s designee and affirmation from the Land Use Permit Regulations.
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