
Roundabout at Virginia Union University on Lombardy Street in Richmond, VA   

 

How do roundabouts affect older drivers? 

Age-related declines in vision, hearing, and cognitive functions, as well as physical 

 impairments, may affect some older adults' driving ability. Intersections can be especially  

challenging for older drivers. Relative to other age groups, senior drivers are over involved in  

crashes occurring at intersections. In 2004, about half of drivers 80 and older in fatal crashes  

were involved in multiple-vehicle intersection crashes, compared with 24 percent among  

drivers younger than 70. Older drivers' intersection crashes often are due to their failure to  

yield the right-of-way.11  Particular problems for older drivers at traditional intersections  

include left turns and entering busy thoroughfares from cross streets. Roundabouts  

eliminate these situations entirely. A recent study in six communities where roundabouts  

replaced traditional intersections found that about two-thirds of drivers 65 and older  

supported the roundabouts.12 Although safety effects of roundabouts specifically for older  

drivers are unknown, the 2001 Institute study of 23 intersections converted from traffic  

signals or stop signs to roundabouts reported the average age of crash-involved drivers did  

not increase following the installation of roundabouts, suggesting roundabouts may not pose  

a problem for older drivers.1 
 

http://www.iihs.org/research/qanda/roundabouts.html##
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