
Corn poppies along a rural Virginia highway.

History of the Virginia
Wildflower Program Many people

appreciate real

beauty and savor

the moments when

they find it. Thomas

Jefferson understood

the value of beauty in

nature and took time to

enjoy his surroundings as

is evidenced in this quote:

And Botany I rank with 
the most valuable sciences,
whether we consider its
subjects as furnishing the

principal subsistence of life
to man and beast, delicious
varieties for our tables,
refreshments from our
orchards, the adornment of our
flower-borders, shade and 
perfume of our groves, materials
for our buildings, or medicaments
for our bodies.

Thomas Jefferson to Thomas Cooper, 

October 7, 1814

In 1976, the Virginia Department of

Transportation and the Virginia Federation

of Garden Clubs, Inc. developed a wild-

flower program under the auspices of

"Operation Wildflower," an initiative

founded by  Lady Bird Johnson during her

husband's presidency.

During the first year of the program,

VDOT planted 25 plots of wildflowers

across the  Commonwealth. Today, wild-

flowers color Virginia with more than 500

acres of assorted species of wildflowers

planted along our state highways.

Although the Virginia Wildflower Program

is a state initiative, the success the program

has enjoyed is due in large part to the

support of garden clubs, civic organization

and enthusiastic Virginia citizens.

VDOT employs professionals from many

different disciplines including agronomy,

horticulture and landscape architecture to

administer the wildflower program. 

By sharing information with organizations

such as the Virginia Federation of

Garden Clubs, Inc. and the Virginia

Native Plant Society, we gain

insight on the best species of

flowers to include in the

program and to perfect

our planting techniques. 

By combining drought-

tolerant exotic species with

an assortment of species native

to Virginia, VDOT seeks to improve

the diversity and success of plants within

our programs. 

By blending the work of devoted profes-

sionals, researchers and civic organizations,

we have developed a program that brings

spectacular beauty to Virginia roadways

for all to enjoy. 

Wildflower Program
Administration

Show your support for the Virginia Wildflower

Program by ordering the Virginia Wildflower

License Plate. Part of the proceeds will go to

the Virginia Wildflower Program.

Individual or corporate donations to the

Virginia Wildflower Program are welcome.

VDOT professionals are available to speak to

your school or organization about wildflowers

and the Virginia Wildflower Program. 

Benefits of Beauty on
the Highways

Participate in the Virginia
Wildflower Program

For more information call
1-800-PRIDE-VA (1-800-774-3382)
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Wildflowers 
Everyone benefits from the

Virginia wildflower program. 

Virginia industry and commu-

nities share the aesthetic and

economic advantages of having

attractive, well-maintained

roadways adorned with

beautiful wildflowers. 

Well-kept highways can even

help reduce accidents and 

litter. Colorful plantings help

fight “highway hypnosis” and

driver fatigue and most people

are less inclined to throw trash

along a pretty road.

Wildflowers contribute to 

the environment by providing

a source of nourishment for

song birds and beneficial

insects.

Cardinals, the
state bird, 
benefit from the
seeds of some of
the wildflowers
that are planted.
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State Butterfly:
Tiger Swallowtail
Papilio glaucas

Color Virginia

Butterfly Weed, 
Asclepias tuberosa


