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Overview of Project 
 

  

More than 400 miles long, the Beaches to Bluegrass 

Trail will connect communities across southern Virginia 

and provide convenient recreational and transportation 

opportunities to thousands of Virginians 



Regional Recommendations 



Priorities 





Background 
Beaches to Bluegrass Trail 
• Cross State Trail connecting Virginia to the Cumberland Gap 

• Provides transportation and recreation options for communities 
along the trail and near the trail 

• One of six trunkline routes in Virginia 

  

 



Background 

Trails Program Vision 

 active communities and open space linked by trails 

and greenways that connect individuals, children and 
their families to nature and to each other 
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Background 
Beaches to Bluegrass Trail Goals 

  Pull together existing trail groups and enthusiasts to form a 

group to coordinate efforts in developing what is tentatively 

being called the Beaches to Bluegrass Trail.  

 

Their efforts could result in a braided trail that will connect the 

Cumberland Gap with the Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic 

Ocean. Designated components of the Beaches to Bluegrass 

Trail will be joined together to form along-distance network 

across the southern length of Virginia. Since the trail will be 

comprised of many existing trail segments, not all trails will be 

multi-purpose, but in general the trail will attract a diverse mix of 

users. 



1979 Virginia Outdoors Plan 







Challenges 

•Regional variation 

•Local capacity to provide recreation 

facilities 

•Established land uses 

•Health literacy 

•Adjacent landowners 

•Lost opportunities on abandoned 

railroad lines 
 



Regional Variation 



Local Capacity 



Established Land Uses 



Selected Characteristics of Virginia Resident 
Anglers, Hunters and Wildlife Watchers 2011 

Anglers Hunters Wildlife 
Watching 

Percent who Participated 

Male 18 10 33 

Female 5 … 39 



Health Literacy 





Adjacent Landowners 



Lost Opportunities 



Next Steps 

• Further outreach to stakeholders and 
public (Fall) 

• Plan Review (Current) 
• Present Draft Plan (Fall) 
• Develop final Plan (Fall/Winter) 

 
Stay Involved! 

http://www.virginiadot.org/programs/beac
hes_to_bluegrass_conceptual_trail_plan.as
p 
 
 



Questions? 
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