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Abstract: This Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement identifies the current and future need for
increased capacity and improved safety along the entire 325-mile corridor of I-81 in Virginia and evaluates
the effectiveness of conceptual-level improvements in addressing those needs. The concepts evaluated
include the No-Build and a range of “Build” concepts consisting of roadway improvements and
improvements to Norfolk Southern’s Shenandoah and Piedmont rail lines in Virginia. For the “Build”
concepts, No Toll, Low Toll, and High Toll scenarios were evaluated. Potential impacts of the concepts on
the natural and human environment were also assessed. Upon completion of the Tier 1 study, decisions will
be made on the improvement concepts for the roadway and rail facilities; on advancing I-81 as a toll pilot
under Section 1216(b) of the Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century; on the projects with
independent utility and logical termini to be studied in Tier 2; on the levels of Tier 2 National Environmental
Policy Act document(s) for those projects; and on the location of the corridor for studying alignments in Tier
2.

The following persons may be contacted for additional information concerning this document:

John Simkins Christopher Collins

I-81 Corridor Environmental Project Manager Project Studies Manager

Federal Highway Administration Virginia Department of Transportation
Virginia Division 1401 E. Broad Street

P.O. Box 10249 Richmond, VA 23219

Richmond, VA 23240 E-mail: CG.Collins@VirginiaDOT.org
Phone: 804-775-3342 Phone: 804-225-4249

Comments on this Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement are due by February 17, 2006 or 10 days
after the date of the last public hearing, whichever is later. Comments should be sent to Chris Collins at the
address above or submitted by using the online comment form at www.i-81.org.



