What's Next

Ten days after this public hearing,
the public comment period will
close. VDOT staff will then review
and evaluate all comments
received as a result of the public
hearing. Once public input has
been reviewed, the project will be
presented to the Chief Engineer
who will consider approval of the
project’s major design features.
Upon approval of the major design
features, the project will proceed to
the final design phase.

Evaluation of Public Hearing
Comments and Design Approval
Early 2008

Begin Acquisition of
Right of Way (Gloucester Parkway
to Route 7)
Late 2008

Advertisement for Construction
(Gloucester Parkway to Route 7)
Late 2010

Looking north at Luck Stone Quarry

Project plans and other information
will remain available for review at
the above office in Leesburg or in
the plan room at the VDOT North-
ern Virginia District office, located
at 14685 Avion Parkway, Chantilly,
Virginia.

Please call prior to visiting to
assure the availability of staff to
assist you.

Land Acquisition and Utilities

The improvements to Belmont Ridge Road will require the
acquisition of property and/or easements from approximately 75
parcels for the 3.4 mile corridor from the Dulles Greenway to Route

7. No commercial or non-profit organization relocations are required.

Itis possible that two dwellings will be required to be purchased for
construction right-of-way. As the project further develops and is
finalized, additional easements for maintenance, construction and
utility relocations may be required beyond the proposed right of way
shown on the project plans. Property owners will be informed of the
exact location of these easements during the right of way acquisition
process prior to construction. The land acquisition program will be
conducted in accordance with the Uniform Relocation and Real
Estate Property Acquisition Act of 1970, as amended. This project
has been developed in accordance with Executive Order 12898,
Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority

Populations and Low Income Populations. No low income or minority

populations have been identified in the study area and therefore,
none will be disproportionately impacted by this project.

Information about property purchases is discussed in VDOT’s
brochure entitled, “Right of Way and Utilities: A Guide for Property
Owners and Tenants.” Copies of this brochure are available from a
VDOT right of way agent.

If you require further information regarding property considerations,
please contact:

Mr. Brian D. Costello
District Right of Way and Utilities Manager
Virginia Department of Transportation
14685 Avion Parkway
Chantilly, Virginia 20151-1104

(703) 383-2000 or TTY/TDD 711

Project Comments

The comment sheet in this brochure is provided to assist you in
making your comments. You may leave this sheet or any other
written comments in the comment box. Also, you may mail or email
comments. Written comments should be sent within 10 days after
this meeting (postmarked by December 21, 2007 or December 28 if
alternate date) and should be directed to:

Mr. James C. Zeller, P.E.
Virginia Department of Transportation
41 Lawson Road, SE
Leesburg, Virginia 20175-4460

(703) 737-2000 or TTY/TDD 711

Email comments can be sent to the following address.
reference “Rte 659 Comments” in the subject line.

meeting_comments@yvirginiadot.org

Please
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Welcome!

Thank you for attending tonight’s Public Hearing to discuss the
preliminary design for proposed improvements to Belmont
Ridge Road (Route 659). Tonight is your opportunity to review
and comment on the plans for these improvements.

Public Hearings are beneficial to both citizens and VDOT alike.
They permit citizens to review and comment on the plans being
developed and for VDOT’s engineers to report on the plans be-
ing developed and to obtain citizens’ comments. Comment
sheets are available and a verbatim recorder is here to docu-
ment your comments. All comments received will be included in
a transcript for review and consideration by VDOT prior to final
design approval.

All comments received will be included in a transcript and will be 3

made available for public review at VDOT’s District Office in &
Chantilly and at the Residency Office in Leesburg prior to con-
sideration by the Chief Engineer for approval of the major de-
sign features of this project.

Widening and Reconstruction of
Route 659 Belmont Ridge Road
Loudoun County

Monday December 10, 2007
5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Stone Bridge High School
43100 Hay Road

Ashburn, Virginia

In the event Loudoun County
Schools are closed due to
inclement weather, the hearing
will be held on Monday,
December 17, 2007

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination
and equal employment in all
programs and activities in
accordance with Title VI and Title
VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.
If you need more information or
special assistance for persons
with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact VDOT's
NOVA District Office of Civil
Rights, 14685 Avion Parkway,
Chantilly, Virginia 20151-1101 or
telephone (703) 383-2341 VDOT
or TTY TDD 711.

We look forward to working
with you as the project moves
forward. Thank you for coming!

W&OD Trail Crossing



Route 659 Belmont Ridge Road

Project Location

TYPICAL SECTIONS
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Purpose and Need

Belmont Ridge Road is classified as an urban minor arterial facility . The
existing two lane roadway has approximately 20 feet of asphalt pavement
with minimal shoulders. The project begins at the intersection of Route 267
Dulles Greenway and ends at Route 7 Harry Byrd Highway, where the pro-
posed roadway will tie into the existing intersection. The total project length
is approximately 3.40 miles.

Traffic has increased from about 1400 vehicles per day (vpd) in 1995 to al-
most 16,000 vpd in 2006. Traffic is projected to increase to 36,000 vpd by
2032 with up to 11% of the traffic in the form of heavy trucks. The project
addresses current and future traffic volumes and ongoing developments
along the corridor. The existing two-lane roadway is inadequate from the
standpoint of capacity and safety.

The widening will also help relieve congestion at the intersections along the
corridor and improve the operation and safety of the corridor. The operation
of several intersections are hampered due to the volume of heavy trucks
and the gradient, particularly at Route 7. The grade-separated crossing of
the Washington & Old Dominion Railroad Regional Park (W&OD Trail) will
enhance safety at that location and facilitate use of the Trail.

Design Features
+ 12 ft. wide travel lanes with curb and gutter.
+ Right and left turn lanes at all intersections as needed.

+ Modification of existing traffic signals and adding new signals where war-
ranted.

+ 10 ft. wide shared use paths on both sides of the road.

+ Overpass that carries Belmont Ridge Road over the W&OD Trail with
direct bicycle / pedestrian connections from the road to the trail.

+ Replacement parking lot for the W&OD Trail users.
+ Noise mitigation where warranted.

+ Landscaping

Project Costs

Due to funding constraints, the project will be constructed in at least two
segments. The first segment starts at the intersection of Gloucester Park-
way and ends at the intersection of Route 7 for a length of about one mile.
The second segment starts at the intersection of the Dulles Greenway and
ends at the intersection of Gloucester Parkway for a length of 2.4 miles.
The first segment is fully funded. The second segment is accumulating
funds for right of way acquisition and construction. Developers along the
corridor may construct portions of the project as part of their land develop-
ment proposals.

Preliminary Engineering — $5.2 million

Right of Way Acquisition and Utility Relocation

¢ Gloucester Parkway to Route 7—$8.1 million

¢ Dulles Greenway to Gloucester Parkway—$7.6 million
Construction

¢ Gloucester Parkway to Route 7—$23.0 million

¢ Dulles Greenway to Gloucester Parkway—$45.5 million

Environmental
Considerations

Through on-site inspection, coordi-
nation and correspondence with
state and local resource agencies,
the Northern Virginia District Envi-
ronmental Section has determined
that this project will not signifi-
cantly impact streams or wetlands,
will not impact any endangered
species, natural, cultural, historic,
or recreational resources, and will
not involve significant air, noise, or
water quality impacts. This project
was coordinated through the State
Environmental Review Process
(SERP).

No significant environmental im-
pacts were identified during this
review.

Pursuant to the requirements of
the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), an Environmental
Document has been prepared. De-
sign for the least environmentally
damaging, practical, and feasible
options has been incorporated in
the development of the project.
These documents are available
for your review at this Public Hear-

ing.

In compliance with the National
Historic Preservation Act, Section
106 and 36 CFR Part 800, infor-
mation concerning the potential
effects of the proposed improve-
ments on properties listed in or
eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places will be
available at the hearing. Pursuant
to amended provisions of Section
4(f) contained in recent legislation,
VDOT has prepared a recommen-
dation that the Federal Highway
Administration make a Section 4(f)
de minimus impact finding for the
W&OD Railroad Regional Park
(W&OD Trail), a significant historic
resource and public park. A find-
ing will be made following the suc-
cessful completion of the public
review period.
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