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Fiscal Year 2018 SMART SCALE Applications 
 
DRPT’s mission is to facilitate and improve the mobility 
of the citizens of Virginia and to promote the efficient 
transport of goods and people in a safe, reliable and 
cost-effective manner.  Below are SMART SCALE 
applications received and under consideration by the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board that assist in 
fulfilling that mission.   
 
Daleville Park and Ride Facility 
Score: 1.3 
The current location in Botetourt County has 30 parking 
spaces.  The application proposes expanding the park 
and ride to 182 spaces with bus shelters, bicycle racks, and access to the Appalachian Trail. 
 
Smart Way Vehicle Expansion Project 
Score: 102.4 
The Greater Roanoke Transit Company (GRTC) proposes an express commuter bus service between 
Virginia Tech and the Virginia Tech Carillion Research Institute in Roanoke. 
 
Valley Metro’s Route 91/92 Vehicle Expansion Project 
Score: 14.5 
In this application, the GRTC would like to replace its 35 foot buses with 40 foot buses used along the 
U.S. 460 corridor in Roanoke and Salem due to increased ridership and increased vehicle capacity.  
 
Valley Metro’s Maintenance Expansion Facility Project 
Score: 2.1 
The GRTC proposes building a maintenance expansion facility due to its growing fleet.  Its current 
maintenance facility has reached its capacity.   
 
Mason Creek Greenway Phase 3- 419 Improvements 
Score: 10.2 
In addition to completing the missing link between the Mason Creek Greenway and the Hanging Rock 
Battlefield Trail, this application proposes improving transit throughout the Route 419 corridor in Salem 
by adding bus shelters at the Goodwill and Kroger transfer point, the second busiest in the region, and 
integrating transit directly into the Regional Greenway Network at this point. 
 
Blacksburg Transit (BT) Expansion Bus Purchase 
Score: 12 
If approved, BT will purchase two 60 foot articulated buses to expand capacity and ease overcrowding 
on its existing routes due to the Virginia Tech student ridership growth.   
 
 
 



 

 

BT Bus Stop Shelters and Improvements 
Score: 0 
Blacksburg Transit has proposed the construction of shelters and bus improvements at six locations in 
Blacksburg and Christiansburg.   
 
GRTC’s Automatic Vehicle Locator/Real-Time Project 
Score: 6.1 
This project will implement an automatic vehicle locator system to create a safer, more reliable, and 
timely service.   
 
Roanoke Amtrak Extension 
 
DRPT has entered into agreements with Norfolk Southern and the City of Roanoke to extend Amtrak 
service from Lynchburg to Roanoke by Fall 2017. Construction of the platform is underway, and 
construction of the servicing and maintenance facility is complete. This service will allow passengers to 
travel into the Northeast Corridor and offer one-seat rides to destinations including Washington, D.C., 
Philadelphia, New York, and Boston.  As part of this expansion, the Commonwealth has provided over 
$100 million in funding for six projects along the rail corridor to expedite service.   

 Constructing the Green-Smothers Double-track.  This ten mile second mainline is currently 95 
percent complete and will improve network fluidity by allowing trains to pass at a strategic 
location.    

 Increasing five railroads tunnel clearances and five roadway bridges near Altavista.  This project 
will allow double stack intermodal traffic to shift to the Altavista Route opening up capacity for 
Amtrak Service between Roanoke and Lynchburg.  It is currently 98 percent complete. 

 Upgrading signals and electrifying switches on the Lynchburg Wye at Woodall Road.  This project 
is 100 complete and will allow for safer and more efficient movement of trains between 
Lynchburg and Roanoke.   

 Building an Amtrak Service facility in Roanoke for the locomotive and eight cars.  This facility is 
99 percent complete and will allow for Amtrak to turn and service the train set in Roanoke for 
early morning departures and late evening arrivals.  

 Refining network study recommendations for freight traffic improvements along the Altavista 
route.  This project, which has not started, will identify improvements to the Roanoke area to 
accommodate additional intermodal traffic shifted to the Altavista route. 

 Constructing an 850 foot high-level platform in downtown Roanoke allowing for level boarding 
of Amtrak trains.   This project is currently five percent complete.   

Intercity Bus Program: Blacksburg to Washington, D.C. 
 
Under the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Section 5311 rural transit formula program, Virginia is 
required to utilize up to 15% of its annual appropriation towards facilitating intercity bus service in the 
Commonwealth where it is otherwise underserved or does not exist. Intercity bus service creates a 
connection between rural areas and the larger regional or national system of buses.  Bus schedules are 
developed to make practical connections to current intercity carriers making travel accessible, reliable, 
and convenient.   
 
Following a 2013 study, DRPT determined that the I-81 and 1-66 corridor between Blacksburg and 
Washington, D.C. presented a viable market to pilot an intercity bus service.  In February 2017, DRPT 



 

 

issued a request for proposals for a pilot program between Blacksburg and D.C.  This planned route will 
100% federally funded and has a planned route along both I-81 and I-66.  The proposed route will be 
accessible to a number of colleges and universities and will connect to local transit.  It is anticipated that 
service will begin in the late summer or early autumn of 2017.   

 
 


