
 
 

 
 

  DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 1401 EAST BROAD STREET 

 RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 23219-2000 
      Gregory A. Whirley 
            Commissioner 

 
August 26, 2013 

 
Ms. Irene Rico 
Division Administrator 
Federal Highway Administration 
400 North 8th Street, Suite 750 
Richmond, Virginia 23219-4825 

SUBJECT: Revised Environmental Assessment 
US 460 Bypass Interchange and Southgate Drive Relocation 
State Project No. 0460-150-204, P101, R201, C501, B601; UPC 99425 
Town of Blacksburg 
 

Dear Ms. Rico: 
 
This letter and attachments constitute the Revised Environmental Assessment for the subject 
project, required pursuant to 23 CFR 771.119(g).  Based on these documents, the Virginia 
Department of Transportation (VDOT) recommends and requests that the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) issue a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). 
 
The Environmental Assessment (EA, Attachment 1) was prepared to study the environmental 
consequences for the replacement and relocation of the existing at-grade intersection of US 460 
Bypass and Southgate Drive with a grade-separated interchange.  Also included in the project is 
the relocation of a section of Southgate Drive to connect to the new interchange.  The EA was 
approved by FHWA for public availability on April 4, 2013.  The EA was distributed to affected 
units of federal, state, and local governments.  Its availability for public review was advertised in 
local newspapers and the document was made available for public inspection on the project’s 
website (http://www.virginiadot.org/projects/salem/southgate_connector_- _blacksburg.asp); at 
VDOT’s Salem District Office, located at 731 Harrison Avenue in Salem; at VDOT’s 
Christiansburg Residency Office, located at 105 Cambria Street in Christiansburg; and at the 
Location Public Hearing, as detailed further below. 
 
1. COMMONWEALTH TRANSPORTATION BOARD DECISION 
The findings of the EA and a summary of the location public hearing were presented to the 
Commonwealth Transportation Board (CTB) at its June 19, 2013 workshop.  The presentation 
included a description of the project history and the proposed project; a comparison of impacts 
between the No-Build and Build Alternatives; and a discussion regarding Huckleberry Trail, a  
























































