
April 2010 

Recent Amendments to the Traffic Impact Analysis Regulations                     
24 VAC 30-155   

 
Overview 
Compact, mixed-use development concentrated near existing growth and infrastructure such as 
those located within urban development areas and transit oriented areas can help reduce the 
demand for transportation capacity.  However, these benefits are not always quantified when 
each proposed development is considered individually. The amendments provide for a 
streamlined traffic impact analysis process for developments in such areas of a locality. 
 
The Purpose of the Amendments 
The amendments offer local governments the option of conducting a single traffic analysis at the 
comprehensive plan stage of the development process for all parcels that are part of a small area 
plan for an urban development area designated pursuant to § 15.2-2223.1 of the Code of Virginia 
or for a transit oriented development.   
 
This traffic impact analysis can be used for the traffic impact statement required for any parcel 
within the small area plan at the rezoning stage of the development proposal, if the rezoning is in 
substantial conformance with the small area plan. The single traffic impact analysis completed 
for the small area plan may also be eligible to serve as the supplemental traffic impact analysis 
required for a development proposal at the site plan/subdivision plat stage of the land 
development review process. 
 
These amendments will reduce the number of traffic impact analyses required for developments 
located within small area plan areas. 
 
The existing regulation contains provisions that are appropriate for determining the traffic 
impacts of suburban and rural developments.  The amendments require the Department to 
approve a trip generation methodology that accurately determines the traffic impacts of urban 
developments.   
 
VDOT will need to adopt by July 1, 2011 at least one non-Institute of Transportation Engineers 
methodology or alternative trip/internal capture/modal split rate for determining the trip generation 
of development proposals within small area plans.  The approved methodology will need to 
recognize the reduced vehicle trip generation of mixed-use, compact development patterns and 
transportation demand management measures. 
 
Finally, the amendments will ensure that the applicable provisions of the Secondary Street 
Acceptance Requirements and the Access Management Regulations:  Principal Arterials (24 
VAC 30-72) and Access Management Regulations: Minor Arterials, Collectors, and Local 
Streets (24 VAC 30-73) are included in the traffic impact analyses. 
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